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 Executive Summary 

ü The combined import volume at the monitored west coast ports 
decreased by 52,000 TEUs (or five percent) between August and 
September.  The total import volume in September was 998,000 
TEUs, and only Vancouver and Tacoma experienced an increase 
from the prior month.  Third quarter activity was strong, up 12.5 
percent from Q2 and 25 percent from the previous year.   

ü The combined import volume at the monitored east coast ports 
decreased by 38,000 TEUs in September, or 7.2 percent.  The total 
import volume in September was 478,000 TEUs, an 11.85 percent 
increase over the same month of 2009.  Only one port did not see 
growth in Q3, with the five combined ports posting growth of 8.4 
percent over Q2 and 16.4 percent from Q3 2009. 

ü Imports at the Port of Houston decreased by 4.8 percent in 
September, with the volume falling by 2,000 TEUs to a total of 
40,000 TEUs.  Third quarter volume of 127,000 TEUs was up 2.2 percent from Q2 and up 8.5 percent from Q3 2009. 

ü Ten of the 12 monitored ports posted decreases in September, with total import volume across the ports down by 
92,000 TEUs from August.  The west coast accounted for 68 percent of the total imports of the combined east and 
west coast activity, several points higher than typically seen across the monitored ports. 

ü The rate of increase in volume forecast for the 12 tracked ports for 2010 is 16.0 percent, for a total of 16.6 million 
TEUs.  A solid recovery is projected in the second and third quarters of 2011 following the usual winter slowdown. 
 

  

November 2010 

Editorial:  Time of Uncertainty 

Sharply falling freight rates, as indicated by the Shanghai exchange, suggests that ships are no longer full from China and that 
carriers are coming under price pressure.  On the European trades their answer has been to announce capacity reductions in 
line with falling demand by way of missed voyages and dropping of strings.  On the Transpacific little is said about the supply 
demand situation but we are seeing evidence of ships being slowed down further and we can expect additional quiet 
reductions in capacity in the same format as on the European trades.  The number of joint services is also increasing, another 
sign of supply pressure. 

The peak season on the two coasts was clearly in July and the first half of August.  For the twelve ports combined, the peak was 
in August with September volumes down by over 90,000 TEU.  Our projection is for further weakness for the coming five 
months as a result of the normal seasonal downturn followed by the Chinese New Year (February 3

rd
), before we see the 

seasonal upturn from March 2011 onwards. 

Despite the economic uncertainty and the underlying weakness of the economy, we continue not to project a double dip 
recession.  Underlying fundamentals remain healthy.  Inventory to sales ratios, whilst going up marginally, are still at a 10 year 
low, suggesting extremely tight supply chain management.  Consumer confidence has not changed much over the last four 
months, although consumer expenditure has picked up, perhaps the fear of unemployment and financial exposure is waning. 

The uncertainty lies in the inability of the economy to grow much beyond two percent GDP per quarter, which is not enough to 
tackle the unemployment rate.  Government expenditure remains high, and it seems that unlike their European counterparts, 
the Feds are going to stimulate the economy further by increasing the money flow.  The seasonal timing for this may not be the 
best, but the political climate is the driver with the Administration’s severe slap down in the elections this week. 
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Chart courtesy of Alphaliner 

Number of Idle Containerships by Size Range 

Global Economic Overview 

ü Alphaliner reported that container ship deliveries in Q3 set a new 
quarterly record, reaching 468,000 TEUs.  A total of 1.29 million 
TEUs have been delivered year to date, with a further 233,000 
TEU of capacity expected to be delivered in Q4 for a total of 276 
new vessels in 2010.  Alphaliner notes that the additional 1.4 
million TEU capacity expected to be delivered in 2011 remains 
“one of the key concerns for the industry.”  Meanwhile, the idle 
fleet currently stands at two percent, or 289,000 TEUs. 

ü Peter Hall, the vice president and chief economist for Export 
Development Canada, noted that “few indicators describe the 
world economy’s recent movements as neatly as [the OECD 
leading indicator barometer]...It foresaw the recession in the 
early 1990s and the slow recovery, the hiccup in global GDP in 1998 
and the almost-recession in 2001. It aptly characterized the extended late-cycle boom, captured the drama of the 
economic plunge in 2008-09 and the subsequent aggressive rebound…The indicator peaked in April, and has since 
slid into a gradual decline that so far has lasted three months. If the indicator is correct, the second-quarter 
slowdown in the US, Japan, and in certain Western European economies is only a taste of what’s ahead.”  

ü The most recent World Economic Outlook from the IMF estimated that the volume of global trade in goods and 
services will grow 11.4 percent in 2010, after an 11 percent drop in 2009. 

ü The Nomura/JMMA Manufacturing Purchasing Manager Index fell for the second consecutive month in October, 
dropping to 47.2 points from 50.1 in August.  Prior to September, the index had not declined since June 2009. 

ü The top nine container ports reported a volume decrease of six percent in September following a peak in August. 

ü International Freighting Weekly has reported that Evergreen has placed a $1.03 billion order for ten 8,000-TEU 
vessels with Samsung Heavy Industries, the first of which is to be delivered in 2013.  

ü Singapore's Competition Commission recently advised the Minister for Trade and Industry to extend a block 
exemption for liner shipping antitrust immunity by five years until the end of 2015. 

ü Companies throughout the shipping world continue to fare better.  Standard and Poor's has raised Zim Line's bond 
rating by four grades after the company returned to profitability in Q2.  Meanwhile Hapag-Lloyd has seen increased 
investor demand in their bond sale, valued at $700 million, following their return to profitability.   

ü DP World reported that they had handled 13 million TEUs across their 50 terminals in Q3, a 14 percent increase 
versus the same period of 2009.  The year-to-date total is 36.7 million TEUs, a 15 percent gain year-on-year. 

  

U.S. Industrial Market Registers Further Gains  by Ross J. Moore 

After beginning the year on a weak note, industrial markets across the U.S. collectively absorbed 3.6 million square feet in the third 
quarter. This was in addition to 13.3 million square feet of positive absorption in the second quarter. New construction remained 
absent from most markets and will be a key factor lowering vacancy in the coming quarters. For the third quarter, industrial 
vacancy was little changed at 11.02 percent. Despite the recent firming in fundamentals, rents generally fell over the quarter, falling 
0.8 percent to $4.74 per square foot. 

With the economy registering only modest growth in the third quarter, and similar expansion anticipated in the coming quarters, 
demand for warehouse space is expected to be tepid at best. Positive for industrial markets is the overall strength of imports for the 
year which, while detracting from GDP growth, acted as a net positive for the U.S. industrial market. Another positive for warehouse 
markets is manufacturing, which continued to show growth as measured by the Institute for Supply Management (ISM) 
manufacturing index. For October the ISM manufacturing index registered 56.9, well above the critical “50” level, indicating 
expansion. Over the next few quarters, the industrial market is expected to continue forming a bottom with a fairly robust recovery 
expected by late 2011. 

With almost no new warehouse construction coming onto the market, even a modest bounce back in demand will quickly translate 
into stronger fundamentals. Rents are expected to firm-up by year-end and then remain flat, with the exception of a few select 
markets where there is a mismatch between demand and what is available for lease. 

 Ross J. Moore is Chief Economist (U.S.A.) with Colliers International:  www.colliers.com 
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Imports by Coast 

U.S. Inventory to Sales Ratio by Area 

North America Economic Overview 

ü The Commerce Department reported that inventories at U.S. 
businesses rose in August for the eighth straight month and 
grew faster than business sales.  August inventories rose 0.6 
percent from July while business sales rose 0.1 percent. The 
inventory-to-sales ratio rose to 1.27 in August, indicating it 
would take 1.27 months to sell current inventory at the 
current pace of sales. The July ratio was 1.26. 

ü U.S. GDP increased by two percent in Q3, which was in line 
with economists' expectations.  Meanwhile, consumer 
spending increased at a 2.6 percent annual pace in the 
quarter, the fastest gain since Q4 of 2006, and up from 2.2 
percent in Q2. 

ü The Federal Reserve reported that industrial production fell in 
September, the first drop since June 2009.  The Manufacturers Alliance/MAPI composite index in September fell to 
77 percent from a record 81 percent in the June report. The latest reading was the fourth straight quarter above 50 
percent, the line between contraction and expansion. The current index is more than twice the 38 percent level of 
September 2008. 

ü Expansion of the U.S. manufacturing sector sped up unexpectedly in October, while personal income fell. 
ü The Conference Board’s Consumer Confidence index rose to 50.2 in October from a revised 48.6 in September.   A 

reading above 50 indicates a positive view, while an index of 90 indicates a healthy economy.  The Consumer 
Sentiment Index, released by Thomson Reuters and the University of Michigan, was 67.7 in October, down from 
September’s 68.2.   At its current level, the Sentiment Index is about 20 index-points below its all-time mean, and 
has declined since the start of 2010.   

ü The World Shipping Council issued a warning that the proposed scrapping of U.S. antitrust immunity for carriers 
would lead to freight rate instability and would not benefit U.S. foreign trade  

ü Union Pacific Railroad opened its $370 million, 785-acre Joliet Intermodal Terminal near Chicago.  The terminal is 
designed to handle an annual capacity of 500,000 over-the-road trailers or ocean-going containers, making it the 
company's second largest terminal based on capacity after Long Beach.  

ü The AAR recently reported that major U.S. railroads transported 237,180 containers and trailers compared to 
236,272 a week earlier, while the major Canadian lines hauled 48,236 intermodal units in the Oct. 16 week, down 
from 50,521 a week before.   

ü Both Canadian National and Canadian Pacific beat third quarter predictions to reach 19 percent growth in 
intermodal revenues at C$427 million and C$360 million respectively. CN president Claude Mongeau stated that 
the performance is "more than an economic recovery story - we are starting to see dividends from our new chain 
supply initiatives", while CP President Fred Green noted an improvement in their operating ratio. 

 
ü The combination of east coast and west coast ports included within this report are forecast to import a total of 

16.1 million TEUs in 2010, a 16.3 percent increase from 2009.  In September, the west coast continued to increase 
its share of the total trade, accounting for 68 percent of the total for the combination of monitored North 
American ports on both coasts.   

  

Data Source: U.S. Department of Commerce 
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Headlines 

Monthly Import Volumes 

West Coast Port Activity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Quarterly Change 

Monthly Change 

ü Spot freight rates on eastbound trans-Pacific trade lanes have continued 
to decline.  The Shanghai Containerized Freight Index to the west coast 
decreased by 1.8 percent in the third week of October.  The freight rate 
on October 29

th
 was $2,202 per FEU. 

ü Imports to the monitored west coast ports decreased in September, with 
the 998,000 total TEUs representing a five percent decline from August’s 
peak.  Despite the decrease, the volume still equated to an almost 22 
percent increase over September 2009.  

ü The short-term forecast continues to call for six months of declines, but 
each month is expected to post an increase over the same month of the 
prior year. 

ü The total import volume for Q3 was 3.06 million TEUs, which represents a 
12.5 percent gain on Q2 2010 and a 25.0 percent increase on Q3 2009.   

ü Low double-digit growth is forecast in both Q2 and Q3 of 2011, although 
volumes are projected to be slightly below those of the same quarter of 
2010.   

ü The forecast for 2010 is 10.64 million TEUs, which would represent an 18 
percent increase over 2009.  The expectation is that the first-half of 2011 
will decline by about 14 percent from H2 2010, from 5.7 million TEUs to 
4.9 million TEUs. 
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Headlines 

Monthly Import Volumes 

East Coast Port Activity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Quarterly Change 

Monthly Change 

ü Spot freight index rates to the east coast continued to decline, dropping to 
$3,557 per FEU on October 29th. 

ü There is increasing concern that higher Panama Canal tolls may prompt 
carriers to avoid the route once the expansion is complete in 2014. 

ü The total import volume handled by the monitored east coast ports 
decreased by 38,000 TEUs to 478,000 TEUs in September, which 
represents a 7.2 percent decline from August’s peak and an almost 12 
percent gain over the same month of 2009. 

ü The short-term forecast projects a flat October followed by three months 
of declines.  Each month except March in the coming half year is expected 
to post a small gain over the same month of the previous year, ranging 
from 0.6 percent lower in March to 8.9 percent higher in December.   

ü The total import volume for Q3 was 1.5 million TEUs, which represents an 
8.2 percent gain on Q2 2010 and a 16.2 percent increase on Q3 2009.  The 
long-term forecast projects high single-digit growth in both Q2 and Q3 
2011, although the volumes would be slightly lower than those 
experienced in the same quarters of 2010.    

ü The total volume forecast for 2010 is 5.47 million TEUs, a 13 percent 
increase over 2009’s 4.84 million TEUs. The forecast projects that the first-
half of 2011 will decline by eight percent from H2 2010. 

ü  
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Headlines 

Monthly Import Volumes 

 Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

ü The Port of Los Angeles was awarded a $16 million grant from the U.S. 
Department of Transportation’s National Infrastructure Investment grant 
program (more commonly known as TIGER II) for its West Basin Railyard 
project which will connect the on-dock railyards with the Alameda 
Corridor.  The total cost of the project is estimated at approximately $125 
million, of which $50 million will be funded through the port’s own 
capital funds.  Construction is expected to start in the first quarter of 
2011 and be completed toward the end of 2013. 

ü The number of exported empty containers decreased in September, the 
first decrease since February.  

ü Imports in September decreased by 48,000 TEUs, a 6.8 percent drop from 
August.  The 662,000 handled TEUs still represents a 24.0 percent gain on 
the same month of 2009. 

ü An increase of 252,000 TEUs brought the total third quarter import 
volume to 2.04 million TEUs, which represents a 14.1 percent increase on 
Q2 and a 24.6 percent gain on Q3 2009. 

ü The short-term forecast is for monthly declines that will bring handled 
import volumes in line with those experienced in the same month of the 
previous year by December.   

ü 7.0 million TEUs are forecast for 2010, for a 15.3 percent gain on 2009.  

Q
u

ar
te

rl
y 

Im
p

o
rt

 V
o

lu
m

e
s 

Quarterly Change 

Monthly Change 



GPT: North American Trade Outlook, November 2010 
 

 
 

7 

Headlines 

Monthly Import Volumes 

Port of Oakland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

ü The port registered the 5,000
th
 truck in its Secure Truck Enrollment 

Program (STEP), a component of the Port's Comprehensive Truck 
Management Program (CTMP) that went live in April.   

ü Horizon Lines’ new Five Star Express service will add an additional 45,000 
TEU of capacity when service starts in mid-December. Five 2,824 TEU 
capacity vessels will call at Shanghai, Ningbo, LALB, and Oakland. 

ü Import volumes decreased in September to 74,000 TEUs.  This represents 
a 3.6 percent decline from August but is still a 16 percent increase on 
September 2009.  The total import volume for Q3 was 226,000 TEUs, 
which represents an 11.1 percent gain on Q2 2010 and a 20.3 percent 
increase on Q3 2009, and was just slightly below pre-recession levels.   

ü The short term forecast is for low single-digit decreases in each of the 
coming six months.  However, each month would still post a gain over the 
same month of the prior year, with four months at the double-digit level.   

ü Each of the four quarters in the forecast is expected to post a gain over 
the same period of the previous year, with the typical winter slowdown in 
Q4 and Q1 followed by an anticipated 10 percent spurt in Q2 and a seven 
percent gain in Q3.   

ü The forecast for 2010 is 815,000 TEUs, a 17 percent gain on 2009. The 
first-half of 2011 is forecast to will decline by six percent from H2 2010. 
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Headlines 

Monthly Import Volumes 

 Port of Tacoma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

ü Volumes at the Port of Tacoma surged 24 percent to 50,000 TEUs in 
September, resuming the port’s recent trend of double-digit monthly 
swings.  Although the increase mirrors a similar jump between August 
and September in 2009, the 10,000 TEU increase could also in part be a 
shift from Seattle which experienced a 10,000 TEU drop in September. 

ü A total of 130,000 TEUs were imported in Q3, for a 5.6 percent increase 
over Q2 and a 6.3 percent gain on Q3 2009.  

ü As in previous months, projected volumes in the short term are expected 
to remain relatively flat after a drop that counteracts September’s surge.  
Volumes are forecast to range between 36,000 TEUs and 43,000 TEUs 
over the next six months, although as noted in other issues continued 
dramatic swings in volume would not be unexpected.  Growth over prior 
year volumes is anticipated in each month, with double digit gains 
forecast in November, December, and February.  

ü A total of 483,000 TEUs are forecast for 2010, for a two percent increase 
from the 473,000 TEUs handled in 2009.  Much of the growth is forecast 
in the second half of 2010, with the projected 257,000 TEUs representing 
a 13.3 percent increase over the 227,000 TEUs in H1. 

ü The first-half of 2011 is currently projected to decline by six percent from 
H2 2010, to 241,000 TEUs.  The third quarter of 2011 is forecast to handle 
a similar volume to Q3 2010. 
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Headlines 

Monthly Import Volumes 

 Port of Seattle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

ü Federal Tiger II funding was secured to rebuild the South Park Bridge, 
which has been closed since June 30

th
 due to safety concerns.  The bridge 

is located along a major freight route that serves the Port of Seattle as 
well as Boeing.  The $34 million in Federal funding joins $5 million from 
the Port of Seattle, and is the final piece of the $131 million required for 
the project.  Construction is expected to start in the spring of 2011 with 
completion by May 2013. 

ü The export of empty containers fell by almost one third in September. 

ü Imports fell by 11.3 percent in September to 79,000 TEUs, although this 
still equates to year-on-year growth of 32.9 percent.  This drop may be in 
part due to a shift in cargo to Tacoma, which experienced a similarly sized 
increase in September.   

ü Each of the coming six months is expected to post a gain over the same 
month of the prior year, ranging from 0.8 percent to 28.0 percent.  

ü The total import volume in Q3 was 259,000 TEUs, which represents a 
record high for the port and is over 48 percent larger than the 175,000 
TEUs handled in Q3 2009.   

ü The forecast for 2010 is 906,000 TEUs, a 47.5 percent gain on 2009.  The 
coming two quarters are expected to post declines from previous 
quarters but double-digit gains over the same quarter of the prior year. 
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Headlines 

Monthly Import Volumes 

 Port of Vancouver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

ü The port was visited by the 8,500 TEU CMA CGM Figaro on October 19
th

, 
the largest vessel to ever visit a Canadian port.  The vessel is part of the 
pendulum service that visits both North American coasts and Asia.  

ü The export of empty containers has decreased in Vancouver, a trend seen 
at many of the west coast ports.  September’s volume was down almost a 
quarter from August, at 30,000 TEUs.   

ü September’s handled import volume was essentially flat at 116,000 TEUs.  
The half-percent increase led to a 23.0 percent gain over the same month 
of 2009, and brought the total for Q3 to 349,000 TEUs.  This represents 
an 8.6 percent increase over Q2 and a 25.0 percent gain over the same 
quarter of 2009. It also marks a record high for the port. 

ü Decreased monthly volumes are anticipated through Q4 before a gentle 
rebound in January.  Each month is expected to post an increase over the 
same month of the prior year.  In the longer term, volumes are expected 
to remain at or above prior-year levels in each of the upcoming four 
quarters, despite decreases in Q4 2010 and Q1 2011.   

ü The forecast for 2010 is for a total of 1.24 million imported TEUs, for a 23 
percent gain on 2009’s 1.01 million TEUs.  The forecast projects that the 
first-half of 2011 will decline by seven percent from H2 2010, from 
660,000 TEUs to 614,000 TEUs. 
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Headlines 

Monthly Import Volumes 

 Port of Prince Rupert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

ü Imports have continued to fall since the early peak in July, although 
volumes remain higher than those seen in 2009.  The 18,000 TEUs 
imported in September represented a 7.2 percent decrease from August, 
but a 13.0 percent increase from the same month of 2009. 

ü The third quarter experienced the three busiest months in the port’s 
history.  The 59,000 total TEUs represents the strongest quarter yet for 
the port, with a 21.2 percent increase over Q2 and a 21.5 percent gain 
over the same quarter of 2009. 

ü The coming six month period is expected to generally move in the 
downward direction, with import volumes ranging between 15,000 TEUs 
and 18,000 TEUs.  However, four of the six months are expected to post 
year-on-year gains. 

ü Although further decreases are forecast through the end of the year, the 
fourth quarter is still expected to post an increase over the same quarter 
of the previous year, as are the first two quarters of 2011.  Looking 
further ahead, Q3 2011 is expected to come close to matching Q3 2010. 

ü A total of 201,000 TEUs are forecast for 2010, which would represent a 
29 percent gain over the 156,000 TEUs handled in 2009.  The expectation 
is that the first-half of 2011 will decline by about 11 percent from H2 
2010, from 110,000 TEUs to 98,000 TEUs. 
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Headlines 

Monthly Import Volumes 

 Port of Montreal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

ü MSC has added a twice weekly Valencia-Montreal shuttle service to its 
'Med Canada Express' which connects Valencia, Naples, Livorno, Genoa, 
Valencia, and Casablanca to Montreal.  Three vessels in the 3,000 to 
4,000 TEU range will service the route. 

ü Both MSC and OOCL have announced that they will no longer impose 
low-water surcharges on cargo bound for Montreal.  Water levels in the 
St. Lawrence River had reduced the effective capacity of cargo vessels.  

ü Imports decreased by 4,000 TEUs in September, falling 8.8 percent to 
45,000 TEUs.  This still represents a 12.5 percent increase over 2009. 

ü A total of 138,000 TEUs were imported in Q3, for a 3.9 percent decrease 
from Q2 and a seven percent gain over the same quarter of 2009. 

ü The short-term forecast anticipates volumes of between 38,000 TEUs and 
48,000 TEUs over the coming six months, with all but March posting an 
increase over the same month of the prior year.  In the longer-term, 
growth is expected to return in Q2 2011, although the 139,000 TEUs 
would be slightly below the 144,000 TEUs handled in Q2 2010.   

ü The import volume in the first half of 2011 is estimated to decrease by 
four percent compared to the second half of 2010.  

ü A total of 534,000 TEUs are forecast to be imported in 2010, for a nine 
percent increase over the 488,000 TEUs handled in 2009. 
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Headlines 

Monthly Import Volumes 

 Ports of New York and New Jersey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

ü The Journal of Commerce reported that a terminal executive voiced 
concern at the annual New York-New Jersey Port Industry Day over 
“infrastructure issues” and bottlenecks that would hurt the ports’ ability 
to compete for the expected increased volumes brought about by the 
widened Panama Canal in 2014.  Jim Devine, the president and CEO of 
GCT USA, which operates Global Terminals and New York Container 
Terminal, also noted that labor productivity, truck turnaround times, 
access roads, and off-dock storage had to be improved. 

ü The port imported 226,000 TEUs in September, a decrease of 7.7 percent 
from the 245,000 TEUs imported in August.  Despite the decrease, the 
volume was still 11.0 percent greater than the same month of 2009. 

ü The total Q3 import volume was 722,000 TEUs, a record high that was a 
12.2 percent gain on Q2 and a 16.4 percent gain on Q3 2009.   

ü Monthly decreases are expected through February, with volumes ranging 
between 179,000 TEUs and 221,000 TEUs, before a rebound in March.  
Year-on-year growth is expected in four of the six months. 

ü Low double-digit declines are expected in Q4 2010 and Q1 2011 before 
high single-digit growth returns in Q2 and Q3 2011. 

ü A total of 2.55 million TEUs are forecast to be imported in 2010, which 
would represent a 13.4 percent increase over 2009.   
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Headlines 

Monthly Import Volumes 

  Port of Hampton Roads 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

ü The Virginia Port Authority operating company, Virginia International 
Terminals Inc., has announced a seven-year contract extension with 
Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics, whose vessels call at the Newport News 
Marine Terminal. 

ü Columbia Coastal Transport has commenced a barge service between 
Virginia and Philadelphia that will primarily handle military cargo.   

ü Imports decreased by 10,000 TEUs in September, with the 64,000 TEUs 
representing a 12.8 percent decrease from August and a three percent 
fall from the same month of 2009.  Although an increase is forecast for 
October, year-on-year declines are expected through January 2011.  
Single-digit increases on both the previous month and the previous year 
are anticipated in February and March. 

ü A total of 204,000 TEUs were imported in Q3, which equates to a 3.8 
percent increase over Q2 and a 7.4 percent gain on Q3 2009.  A single-
digit decrease is expected in Q4, after which the port is projected to 
return to growth for the final three quarters of the forecast, ranging 
between two and nine percent growth per quarter. 

ü A total of 791,000 TEUs are forecast for 2010, which would represent a 
nine percent gain on the 726,000 TEUs imported in 2009.  The forecast 
projects that the first-half of 2011 will increase by six percent from H2 
2010, from 393,000 TEUs to 417,000 TEUs. 
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Headlines 

Monthly Import Volumes 

 Port of Charleston 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

ü The South Carolina Department of Transportation announced that as of 
November 1

st
 all international shipping containers with a gross vehicle 

weight up to 100,000 pounds are eligible for permitting for 
transportation by truck in South Carolina.  The port hopes the increase 
will enhance its competitiveness with other regional ports.   

ü CMA CGM, in partnership with CSAV, has launched its upgraded New 
Victory Bridge service which connects Charleston to several Northern 
Europe ports as well as Veracruz and Altamira in Mexico.  The weekly 
service will utilize five 3,000 TEU capacity vessels and will feature the 
shortest transit time between North Europe and the U.S. South Atlantic. 

ü Imports fell by over five percent in September to 48,000 TEUs.  Despite 
the 3,000 TEU drop, the volume was still almost 19 percent higher than 
the same month of 2009. 

ü Each month in the short-term forecast is expected to post an increase 
over the same month of the previous year, ranging between one percent 
in October and 21 percent in March.   

ü A total of 153,000 TEUs were imported in Q3 2010, which represents a 
7.1 percent increase on Q2 and a 20.1 percent gain on Q3 2009.  A 
decline is forecast in Q4 before three quarters of growth. A total of 
555,000 TEUs are forecast in 2010, for an 11.7 percent gain on 2009. 
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Headlines 

Monthly Import Volumes 

 Port of Savannah 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

ü The number of imported containers decreased by 2,000 TEUs to 95,000 
TEUs in September.  The 1.9 percent drop from August equates to a 22.8 
increase compared to the same month of 2009. 

ü The total imported volume handled in Q3 was 287,000 TEUs, which is 
close to the levels experienced in 2007 and 2008.  The volume was 8.9 
percent greater than the second quarter, and 26.0 percent higher than 
Q3 2009. 

ü Monthly volumes are forecast to remain relatively flat over the coming 
half-year, with volumes ranging between 80,000 TEUs and 94,000 TEUs, 
although most of that drop is expected to occur in November.  Each of 
the six months in the forecast with the exception of March is projected to 
post growth over the same month of the previous year. 

ü Decreases are projected in both Q4 2010 and Q1 2011, although both are 
expected to post single-digit gains over the same quarter of the previous 
year.  A rebound is anticipated in Q2 2011, with double-digit growth 
forecast in Q3 2011 bringing the handled volume in line with 2010’s 
figures.   

ü The forecast for 2010 is 1.04 million TEUs, for an 18 percent gain on 2009. 
The expectation is that the first-half of 2011 will decline by about 8.5 
percent from H2 2010, from 545,000 TEUs to 499,000 TEUs. 
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Headlines 

Monthly Import Volumes 

 Port of Houston 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

ü The Port Commission approved the purchase of up to $450,000 in brake 
parts that will be installed as replacements on 19 wharf cranes and 63 
rubber-tired gantry (RTG) cranes at Barbours Cut and Bayport Terminals.  
A further $262,500 was approved for the repair of trolley rails on six 
ZPMC wharf cranes at Bayport Container Terminal.  The commission also 
approved $300,000 for a two-year contract to implement hardware and 
software upgrades to the Storage Area Network to support automated 
container truck transactions at Bayport. 

ü The import volume decreased by 2,000 TEUs in September to 40,000 
TEUs.  The 4.8 percent drop represented a 3.6 percent decline from the 
same month of 2009.  Year-on-year growth is expected to return in 
October, and is projected to reach double-digit figures by December. 

ü The total import volume handled in Q3 was 127,000 TEUs, a 2.2 percent 
gain over Q2 and an 8.5 percent increase from Q3 2009.  Although 
decreases are forecast in both Q4 2010 and Q1 2011, three of the four 
upcoming quarters are expected to post an increase over the same 
quarter of the previous year. 

ü The total volume forecast for 2010 is 477,000 TEUs, which would 
represent a 6.7 percent increase over 2009’s 447,000 TEUs. The forecast 
projects that the first-half of 2011 will decline by four percent from H2 
2010, from 246,000 TEUs to 237,000 TEUs. 
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Raw Monthly Data 

Values are Import Loaded TEUs.  Purple indicates reported numbers, orange indicates forecast numbers. 

 

  
LA&LB Oakland Tacoma Seattle Vancouver P. Rupert 

2009 

Oct         565,799          62,379          40,539           62,239            90,221            16,644  

Nov         527,124          59,660          33,585           64,328            88,969            15,001  

Dec         515,950          67,557          36,255           57,173            89,783            16,638  

2010 

Jan         514,230          57,853          33,257           67,418            85,973            15,337  

Feb         475,281          53,934          31,212           60,064            88,672            15,553  

Mar         476,286          60,425          39,063           55,716            85,371            11,695  

Apr         543,470          62,734          30,517           64,650            99,392            15,998  

May         606,676          67,118          40,362           85,237          108,666            15,841  

Jun         633,942          73,585          52,240           88,763          113,254            16,953  

Jul         663,267          75,601          40,193           92,099          117,042            22,066  

Aug         710,391          76,549          40,065           88,618          115,666            19,240  

Sep         662,154          73,812          49,718           78,564          116,244            17,847  

Oct         624,631          73,378          42,233           79,642          111,068            17,894  

Nov         573,085          70,797          41,763           75,626          103,176            16,537  

Dec         505,339          68,854          42,746           69,988            97,303            16,074  

2011 

Jan         499,443          68,021          35,924           67,961          100,034            16,612  

Feb         476,698          64,308          41,681           69,747          101,353            15,456  

Mar         474,381          63,145          40,091           68,650            90,868            14,649  
 

 
 

Montreal NYNJ Hampton R. Charleston Savannah Houston 

2009 
 

Oct           41,020        205,648          70,545           46,823            92,233            42,671  

Nov           44,062        191,549          63,371           39,867            73,267            37,219  

Dec           31,756        172,834          60,684           40,572            77,777            34,443  

 
2010 

Jan           34,298        185,821          64,632           40,088            80,634            32,263  

Feb           36,113        174,075          65,604           41,044            72,736            32,290  

Mar           47,474        204,311          71,407           42,533            81,475            42,307  

Apr           44,439        197,723          62,338           48,127            87,595            39,487  

May           47,600        222,840          67,027           48,487            87,386            41,466  

Jun           51,524        222,671          67,207           46,044            88,874            43,042  

Jul           44,423        251,199          65,831           53,611            95,145            45,119  

Aug           48,959        244,759          73,839           50,959            96,991            41,809  

Sep           44,629        225,947          64,421           48,182            95,186            39,802  

Oct           48,266        221,007          68,223           47,233            94,244            43,214  

Nov           45,362        201,987          62,038           44,753            83,436            37,559  

Dec           41,389        193,525          58,323           44,193            80,140            38,940  

2011 

Jan           37,702        182,397          64,408           44,343            82,537            36,666  

Feb           39,472        178,835          67,514           45,774            80,345            35,942  

Mar           46,404        191,619          74,083           51,525            80,197            41,228  
 

Note: Hampton Roads does not separate loaded and unloaded cargo in their data; the data in this document represents an estimate. 
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How to Read the Tables and Charts 

The North American edition of the Global Port Tracker provides details on import volumes at 11 ports at the 
monthly and quarterly level.  Each port is examined on a separate page, with information on actual and forecast 
import volumes, key pieces of news, and an analysis of any trends.  Furthermore, a table and graphs that depict 
detailed information accompany each port page. 

 

Quarterly and annual change for each port is indicated in a 
table.  In addition to the actual percentage changes, a series of 
icons are included to help make trends apparent.  A quarter or 
year with a 10 percent decrease or more has a downward red 
arrow; between negative ten and zero a downward yellow 
arrow; between zero and positive ten an upward yellow 
arrow; and an increase greater than 10 percent has an upward 
green arrow. 

 

The quarterly bar chart depicts actual and forecast import levels for each port at the 
quarterly level, measured in thousands of TEUs.  The chart details five and a half years 
of historical data and forecasts one year of future activity.  Each bar represents the 
volume of imports for a single quarter and is one of either two colors: a purple bar 
indicates the value is based on actual data, while an orange bar indicates that the data 
is based on forecast estimates.   

The exact value of trade each quarter is indicated above each bar in thousands of TEUs, 
and is color coded to assist in viewing trends in the data.  A green number indicates an 
increase from the prior quarter, while a red quarter indicates a decrease.  A black value 
is used for the first quarter’s data, and reflects no change. 

 

 

 

The monthly bar chart depicts actual and forecast import levels for each port at the 
monthly level, measured in thousands of TEUs.  The chart details one year of activity, of 
which between six and eight months are projections (depending on the port).  As with 
the quarterly chart, each bar represents the volume of imports, with a purple bar for 
actual data and an orange bar for estimated data.   

The exact value of trade each month is indicated above each bar in thousands of TEUs, 
and is again color coded to assist in viewing trends in the data.  The blue line indicates 
the volume of trade in the same month one year earlier.   
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affiliates warrants the accuracy or adequacy of the service or information contained therein or 
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Colliers International, and their affiliates expressly disclaim warranties, express or implied, 
including, but not limited to, those of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose. 
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